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Last words of a troubled boy

KARL VICK
M\-.-ypnlh Star ;’u“:ﬂ' Writer

A week ago today, exactly one
month before his 16th birthday,
Eddie Seidel scribbled his “last wili
and testimony” on the back of a
scrap of paper, taped it to his bed-
room door and sneaked out of his
father’s house,

He drove his red moped the mile
or o to the High Bridge in St. Paul
and parked the moped about 70
yards down the south side of the
bridge. Then he climbed over the
railing and, after perhaps 20 min-
utes, dropped to the bank of the
Mississippi River 200 feet below—
a suicide.

Before releasing his hold on the
bridge, Eddie told a St. Paul patrol-
man, “They canceled my show.
ABC canceled my show." He
meant “Battlestar Galactica,” a sci-
ence fiction television series in
which the teen-ager had all but im-
mersed himself.

The officer included Eddie’s
words In his report. When report-
ers read the document, the boy's
death made headlines nntlunw!da
It seemed such a bizarre reason for
killing oneself.

But while early articles empha-
sized only the “Galactica” facet of
Eddie's life, later interviews with
his family, his friends and his for-
mer pxlvchhlrm paint a fuller pic-
ture of a bright teen-ager trans-
fixed by lelevmon a
troubled by family discord

After interviews with those peo-

perhaps

“They canceled my show.
ABC canceled my show.”

~—Eddie Seidel, suicide victim

ple and the people who were on
the High Bridge with him around 1
a.m. last Wednesday, this chro-
nology of the boy's final hours

mer}es.

Eddie left his job as a stockboy at
a Country Club supermarket and
arrived home at 314 E. Bernard St.,
West St. Paul, as usual. He was in
“a very good mood,” said his fa-
ther, Edward Seidel Sr. “Joking
with his sister and everything,
added his stepmother, Dawn,

Also as usual, Eddie retired ve
$00n to his bedroom. It was a small
room overlooking Lily Lake, a
West St. Paul pond bordering the
Seidels' back yard. But by all ac-
counts Eddie spent far more time
looking at the color TV he bought a
month ago with money he had
earned himself than he did looking
out the window. His favorite show
was indeed “Battlestar Galactica,”
and members of his family later
said they assumed that was the
program he would be watching
that night.

“He'd come out here hummin,
and ‘el himself a glass of milk ans
fix himself something to eat so he
could go back in and get ready to
watch his program,” said Dawn
Seldel, his stepmother. “‘He was al-
ways in best spirits when it was
time for his program to come on
the alr.... We knew he'd be
watching it so we just went and
watched our TV and went to bed
after a while.

“We didn't know what was go-
ing on in there, We figured he was
watching his program, lnd theu he
would go to bed after that.

Around 1 a.m., Eddie’s older sis-
ter noticed a plece of paper taped
to her brother's door. She took it to
her father and stepmother.

It was not a conventional suicide
note, but a list proclaiming which
of his belongings were to be left
with which of his friends and rela-
tives. Scrawled In the corner was a
P.S. “You will find my body under

High Bridge, and my moped.”

A few minutes earlier, at about
12:45, Terry Brown was driving
uphill on the narrow, sloping High
Brld&a when he happened to look

left. 1 notic TSON On
the olher side of the railing, hang-
Ing on,” he said.

Brown pulled over and yelled
what he Inler called “some crazy,
stupid things” to the person: “Are
you all right? You're not crazy?
You're not going to jump?" When
Eddie Seidel did not respond,
Brown raced to his home at 1195
Stryker Av. and phoned the police.
“Ididn’t have a dime,” he said, “or
1 would've used a pay phone.”

Patrolman Mark Pearson was
the first policeman on the scene.
He saw no one on the bridge as he
drove up, so he parked his squad
car near the moped and started to
walk toward the rllllnh A voice

I

from under the bridge halted him
in his tracks: “Stop, or I'll jump
right now."

Through ipa in the bridge's
wooden walkway, Pearson spied
Eddie sitting on a cable, holding
onto the brue ‘with his hands. Oc-
wlonllli die sweyed back and
forth on his perch.

“He never talked to me about the
show," Pearson said. I asked
him his name and where he lived
and what he was upset about. He
told me his name and address and
sald it was arguments with his
parents.” Pearson asked Eddie to
elaborate, but he wouldn't.
“‘He said he didn’t want to go to
| and he didn't want to go to
ice headquarters or a rehabilita-
tion clinic,” Pearson said. Eddie
also told him that he had once seen
a wchlnrln, When Pearson
the boy to step up onto the
bridge, however, he responded
with silence.

Program canceled

By now, a second patrolman,
Mike Morehead, had arrived. After
radioing for squads to be posted on
Water Street, the road curving be-
low the bridge, Morehead took
over for Pearson. Leaning over the
ralling, Morehead saw that Eddie
had worked his way lower under
the bridge. He had hooked one el-
bow and one leg over the rusting
ironwork far enough below the
walkway so that Morehead could
not reach him, even if he lay flat
on the ground.

“I think the first thing I asked

him was, ‘Why are you doing
this?' ' Morehead recalled. "He
sald, 'They canceled my favorite
program. ABC canceled my favor-
ite program.’

“I believe the conversation tend-
ed toward, ‘Well, is that worth
jumping about?' I don't believe I
got too much response to that. |
sald, Mnybe it'll come back on on.
What about ‘Star Wars' and ‘Star
Wars Two' coming back? Won't
you want to hang around for that?'

““About that time the squads be-
low were shining lights on him.
And he (Eddie) said that if any nets
went up, If he saw any rescue at-
tempt at all, he would jump right
then,” Morehead said. He ordered
the squad cars and paramedic unit
away from the bridge and resumed
his conversation with Eddie.

*'He talked about the fact that he
left a note at home," Morehead
said. “He told me it was his last
will and testament and went
through it. When he talked about
models he talked about how he
wanted this particular model on
his tombstone,” Morehead said.

Morehead tried to talk more
about models. He said there was a
hobby shop up the road and offered
to wake the owner and get Eddie
his choice of anything in the store.
No luck.

“There were a few brief inter-
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Last words of bright, troubled boy
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LOCATION: On 6th St., Between Nicollet and Hennepin
Avenues
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Within a very vety shorl time, all flems, materials, Souvenirs

and memoraika belong tothe Wrecking Ball

This inciu all tems and matenals in 1he lamous Cliateau de Pans. the
‘Wine Cellar and the Cave and Red Lion Bar, The Lobby and the great
gency, Emperar and Josephine Ballooms and every
meeting oo

and guest room

Bob Short and The Hotel Staff will be on the premises fo
We will have artisans on hand o assist in removals and
representatives of moving companies.
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We fried (o save the Dyckman Hotel. We tried to mave i1, We failed. We
find some consolation knowing that a great deal of what was the
Dyckman Elegance and Service will remain in Minneapolis and this
great area and will continue ta serve friends for many years

in the future.

Dyckman Hotel

PUBLIC SALE OF ALL CONTENTS
Phone 370-1122
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