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Last words of a troubled boy 
KARL VICK 

Pe stl Star he Writer 

A week ago today, exactly one 
month before his 16th birthday, 
Eddie Seidel scribbled his “last will 
and testimony” on the back of a 
scrap of paper, taped it to his bed- 
room door and sneaked out of his 
father's house, 

He drove his red moped the mile 
or so to the High Bridge in St. Paul 
and parked the moped about 70 
yards down the south side of the 
bridge. Then he climbed over the 
railing and, after perhaps 20 min- 
utes, dropped to the bank of the 
Mississippi River 200 feet below— 
a suicide. 

Before releasing his hold on the 
bridge, Eddie told a St. Paul patrol- 
man, “They canceled my show. 
ABC canceled my show." He 
meant “Battlestar Galactica,” a sci- 
ence fiction television series in 
which the teen-ager had all but im- 
mersed himself, 
The officer included Eddie’s 

words in his report, When Teport- 
ers read the document, the boy's 
death made headlines hationwide. 
It seemed such a bizarre reason for 
killing oneself. 

But while early articles empha- 
sized only the “Galactica” facet of 
Eddie's life, later interviews with 
his family, his friends and his for- 
mer bet beclttsi paint a fuller pic- 
ture of a bright teen-ager trans- 
fixed by Velevlaion a 
troubled by family discord 

After interviews with those peo- 

perhaps 

“They canceled my show. 

ABC canceled my show.” 
—Eddie Seidel, suicide victim 

ple and the people who were on 
the High Bridge with him around 1 
a.m. last Wednesday, this chro- 
nology of the boy's final hours 
vg 
Eddie left his job as a stockboy at 

a Country Club supermarket and 
arrived home at 314 E. Bernard St., 
West St. Paul, as usual, He was in 
“a very good mood,” said his fa- 
ther, Edward Seidel Sr. “Joking 
with his sister and everything, 
added his stepmother, Dawn, 

Also as usual, Eddie retired ve: 
goon to his bedroom. It was a small 
room overlooking Lily Lake, a 
West St. Paul pond bordering the 
Seidels’ back yard. But by all ac- 
counts Eddie spent far more time 
looking at the color TV he bought a 
month ago with money he had 
earned himself than he did looking 
out the window. His favorite show 
was indeed “Battlestar Galactica,” 
and members of his family later 
said they assumed that was the 
program he would be watching 
that night. 

“He'd come out here hummin, 
and act himself a glass of milk ans 
fix himself something to eat so he 
could go back in and get ready to 
watch his program,” said Dawn 
Seidel, his stepmother. ‘He was al- 
ways in best spirits when it was 
time for his program to come on 
the air.... We knew he'd be 
watching it so we just went and 
watched our TV and went to bed 
after a while. 

“We didn’t know what was go- 
ing on in there, We figured he was 
watching his program, and then he 
would go to bed after that. 

Around 1 a.m., Eddie's older sis- 
ter noticed a piece of paper taped 
to her brother's door. She took it to 
her father and stepmother. 

Tt was not a conventional suicide 
note, but a list proclaiming which 
of his belongings were to be left 
with which of his friends and rela- 
tives. Scrawled in the corner was a 
P.S. “You will find my body under 

High Bridge, and my moped.” 
A few minutes earlier, at about 

12:45, Terry Brown was driving 
uphill on the narrow, sloping High 
pest when he happened to look 

left. “I notic rson on 
the Cie side of the railing, hang- 
ing on,” he said. 
Brown pulled over and yelled 

what he later called “some crazy, 
stupid things” to the person; “Are 
you all right? You're not crazy? 
You're rey going to jump?” When 
Eddie Seidel did not respond, 
Brown raced to his home at 1195 
Stryker Av. and phoned the police. 
“I didn't have a dime,” he said, “or 
I would've used a pay phone,” 
Patrolman Mark Pearson was 

the first policeman on the scene. 
He saw no one on the bridge as he 
drove up, so he parked his squad 
car near the moped and started to 
walk toward the Hel A voice 

i from under the bridge halted him 
in his tracks: “Stop, or I'll jump 
right now.” 

Through i in the bridge's 
wooden walkway, Pearson spied 
Eddie sitting on a cable, holding 
onto the eet with his hands. Oc- 
piace die swayed back and 
forth on his perch. 

“He never talked to me about the 
show," Pearson said. “I asked 

him his name and where he lived 
and what he was upset about. He 
told me his name and address and 
said it was arguments with his 
parents.” Pearson asked Eddie to 
elaborate, but he wouldn't. 

“He said he didn’t want to go to 
| and he didn't want to go to 

ice headquarters or a rehabilita- 
tion clinic,” Pearson said. Eddie 
also told him that he had once seen 
a Bey at When Pearson 

the boy to step up onto the 
bridge, however, he responded 
with silence. 

Program canceled 
By now, a second patrolman, 

Mike Morehead, had arrived. After 
radioing for squads to be posted on 
Water Street, the road curving be- 
low the bridge, Morehead took 
over for Pearson. Leaning over the 
railing, Morehead saw that Eddie 
had worked his way lower under 
the bridge. He had hooked one el- 
bow and one leg over the rusting 
ironwork far enough below the 
walkway so that Morehead could 
not reach him, even if he lay flat 
on the ground. 

“] think the first thing I asked 

him was, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ Morehead recalled. “He 
said, ‘They canceled my favorite 
program. ABC canceled my favor- 
ite program.’ 

“T believe the conversation tend- 
ed toward, ‘Well, is that worth 
jumping about?’ I don’t believe I 
got too much response to that. | 
sald, tesbe it'll come back on on. 
What about ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Star 
Wars Two’ coming back? Won't 
you want to hang around for that?’ 

“About that time the squads be- 
low were shining lights on him. 
And he (Eddie) said that if any nets 
went up, If he saw any rescue at- 
tempt at all, he would jump right 
then,” Morehead said. He ordered 
the squad cars and paramedic unit 
away from the bridge and resumed 
his conversation with Eddie. 

“He talked about the fact that he 
left a note at home," Morehead 
said. “He told me it was his last 
will and testament and went 
through it. When he talked about 
models he talked about how he 
wanted this particular model on 
his tombstone,” Morehead said. 
Morehead tried to talk more 

about models. He said there was a 
hobby shop up the road and offered 
to wake the owner and get Eddie 
his choice of anything in the store. 
No luck. 

“There were a few brief inter- 

Suicide 
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Last words of bright, troubled boy 
(Suicide, trom Page 174) 

Tages, here | ee him out,” the 
oe oe 

Een 
Whe ay es, ta his 9 
ernie Salt “Don't bother to ei 
mH = gone before you can call 

se cae it wen about tha te 
that be said, “It's too late now. 
fonus oowat wo 10 then Tim mth 
Jump." | said, “Don’t do it, it's not 

Anything you want, 

“We weren't having much luck 

extremely emmotional. In fac, 
seemed rather calm 

¢ only time he got emotional 
wt al was afer he counted to 10 

paramedics got to his body 
within 10 seconds. Eddie had land- 

4 20 feet up the hill above Water 
Street, perhaps on som: 
brush, rolled to the to 

eps alongside tt 
of five 

concrete 

the model was placed in his casket 
Instead. 

parents have been di- 
red since Me ved with 

Mie Sooie enll tx, eel 
when be maved in with Daven i 

mgaeet acer 
nial y0-lue | the 

led to kill inet 

Battlestar” didn 
Wace wan oi 

“Sure, th height 
the anctled his tthe said 

“Tt was supposed to come on and 
Ht didn't And that's what snapped 

is mind, ‘And 

feuerabed tbe Fen 
word he wid to the police when 
they first got to the bri 

However, “Galactica” last aired 
Mand wa sever broadcast 

on Tuesdays, Eddie had known of 
the cancellation (announced April 
23) at least since July 23, when he 
Galled ABC to plead that it be con 
tn on other occa 
tions as wall, according to Dawn 
Seidel 

(Julle Hoover, ABC vice presi 
dent for standards and practices 
said that In the case of the “Bat 
ae cancellation, there were 

ppeals from youths to the 
deparimest that receives com 
plaints from the Biefels But she 
sald me 

If one 
ber taking the call would have no 

ified department superiors.) 
Dr, Jack ¥, Wallinga would seize 

on Officer Pearson's report of Ed: 
die’s last words to build a story 
2h pus home iife Walinga iM 

st, te 
rom Deer 

He le sates 
smber 1975 10 
“Tort think M was the 

an hired ecuar ater he 
h caught Bade ‘by sniff 

pasolin« Geldet ranted writ- 
ie Percieacn for Wallinga to re- 
view his file on Eddie with The 

ar.) 
The psychiatrist calls Eddie 

pretty sad-looking little boy w 
spoke up all right and could smite. 
In 1Q tests he landed in the 90th 
Dercentle (very trght but short of 
bentea) and "| robes ive" fgets 
ealed “x very em 

a fh ap prea int the rela. 
fons i h his fate 

Wallings «aid ride was uinhap- 
py three years ago with the large 
Amount of time his father spent 

ny 
fas too busy work: 

ing on the house,” Wailinga suid. 
Pict ie brett bs jel and Eddie's 

with Eddie. Hi 

were moving 
en ora 1977, divorce 
Both worked, and Eddie felt ne- 
lected, according to Wallinga. 
he parents’ occasional fighting 

also distressed the boy, end he 

turned tting high for escape, basare chat babies need.” 
said Wallinga. cluding his treatment, 

(Although there is no indication nite the parents ta arate Interv 
that Eddie hiperimeated with spend more time vi Eddie, only faintly: 

is after seein, ne linga, Offi- instructed them to 
von said the youth told him counseling if matters wo rsened. 

sounds like (matters) Lect ib a 

turn for las Honally. 

bey ‘Tuesday, “I thin! Aged 
eine cal ty boy In an empty mi 
tide atempt eater on the night of "About television, wal sald and realize Rida an Lig ‘TV has 
his death, The Ramsey County Eddie was a “Star Ti 
Medical Esaminer's office ban mot threw tantrums i hls TV time was 2 cHISEED, particularly ‘a 
completed blood tests, but chief in- cut |, but TV “wasn't proml- Mary Seldel ww 
veatlstor James Easing sal he nent chen was what be er ite Yonton' do us 
feels there is almost no chance the to when he was bored am 

pills affected Eddie's reasoning.) ‘was going on. en You ‘there in front of that 
“He didn't have the resources 

Angry school drawing support to make it through adoles 

del were told of Wallingn's Lheor 
Jes, but both asserted earlier in sep- 

‘6 that their divorce 
gelgentey rns 

They do tn, oF ABE? but they Tel feel th i the 
box in the bedroom contri 
rectly to Eddie's death. 

“It people would read this article 

cence, which is Despite his high 10 scores, Eddie 
was held back in fifth grade and 
hhis ninth grade marks were only eno. 

things ight 
Neither Edward or Marilyn Sele 

cis his father sald Eddie tried 
Sears 

der in because his most recent 
ambition was (o bean astronaut, 

Eddie had hated school, Seidel 

said, but. was looking forward to 
attending senior high becau 
fered more elective courses. A 
sketch Eddie drew for Wallin 
showed & schoo! in flames. “That's 

ry drawing,” the doctor 

GAS FURNACE 
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Wallinga also noted that Eddi bla 
with a congenital hip 

“problem” and spent a year of his 
Infancy in a body cast. “The 
puts you Into a shell,” Wallinga 
said, “Touching, handling, that can | 

ooh 
we ure unable 
cheeks. We soto 

NOTICE 
Co TV's shown in our 

‘si with taday's Mpls 
‘tor will net be available 

be to a manila 

Sears, Roebuck and Co. 

it 10 minutes later, Eddie's 
father and stepmother arrived 
They had Eddie's note with them 
His father is « St. Paul fireman, 
and a friend on the paramedic 
squad broke the news to him: "I 
Knew, it was yout, 4on, Ed. He 
jooked jus 

The S ede donot talk at length 
with Pearson or Morebead that 

did not get 
Sccount of Eédie's last words, 
ularly what he had suid 

Wworite TV show 

Father asks why 
‘The version we got was ‘I can: 

celed my program, ‘Battlestar Ga- 

thought: Is this something he or- 
in the mail or something? 

be a pamphlet? It could be 
he canceled this out because he 
knew he was gi ils 
cide). And we bet rar figure that 
out 

Ik was almost a week befor Sele 

cer Pearson t 

| He wes so happy when he came 
home that night 

But he was left groping on the 
night of Eddie's death: he said, "I 
asked myself why 10 thousand 
Ames that nigh, | Blamed mys. 

1 do wrong? What 
ditt do? Why did he do it? 

couldn't get any reason. 
go down and read the po- 

nt 

nd Dawn Seidel 
ie program's can 

ted the suicide. “It 
all the reasons together 

through the yeurs... everything's 
starting fo tall into place Seldel| 
all ‘He definitely did run into a) 

nothing | 

more than thal did 
Eddie had other interests—he 

had. every record the Beatles ever 
re is no question| 

that he wae 0 devo even rabid,| 

Marilyn, 6 
‘Star Trek 

dustry by storm in the fal 
Forsaking “Star T 

Galactica'—the musi 

cater that had anything to d 
with “Galactica,” The latest was a 

Galactica 
d's terrain. He threw a tar 

mm when a hobby shop took too] 
with his special order for it 

nd scoured the Twin Cities io 
another hobby store that stoc 

Eddie aske 

His par 
would stand 

P oh a tts very possible that when the wrec 
a iierlly'gonnd'—- purchased romocie ws 
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